Rossmoor News - 12/15/2021

Page : A27

Rossmoor N ews • December 15, 2021

Tech Tips
S P O N S O R E D BY T H E C O M P U T E R C L U B

Digital Art:
Left to Your Own Devices
By Harris R. Greenberg
reating digital art on one
of your digital devices is a
lot of fun, even if you don’t
know how to draw. It’s inexpensive, setup is easy, and there’s no
mess to clean up afterward.
You don’t need paints, lots of
pencils and brushes, sketchbooks, easels or canvases.
In addition to a computer, a tablet or phone, you may
want a digital pencil or stylus – and a good digital
art app – to get started. If you already know how to
draw or are an experienced artist, you don’t have to
lug around a lot of art supplies to sketch anywhere
on a dime.
Using a digital drawing app on your device lets
you play with different media, such as pencils, pens,
water colors, acrylic or oil paint, charcoal, chalk,
crayons, etc. There are fun media for kids like glitter
tubes, gloop pens and stickers.
You can pick and adjust the characteristics of the
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digital brushes you use, such as hard or soft brushes,
pens, pallet knives, paint rollers or airbrushes. And
digital drawing and painting is a lot of fun to do with
the grandkids or friends because it’s easy to share
one another’s artwork.
ArtRage and ProCreate are two of
the best – but inexpensive – apps
ArtRage (https://www.artrage.com) has several
versions of the software that run on PCs, Macs and
mobile devices from Apple and Android. The software for computers ranges from around $30 to $80,
but ArtRage Vitae also runs on mobile phones and
tablets, costs $4.99 for those devices, and includes
family sharing for up to six family members.
ProCreate (https://procreate.art) comes in two versions: ProCreate for the Apple iPad and ProCreate
Pocket for the iPhone. While it’s super easy to use,
and any beginner can be happily drawing in minutes,
professional digital artists also use the tool in their
work. ProCreate is available for $9.99. ProCreate
Pocket costs $4.99. Both ProCreate and ProCreate
Pocket support family sharing.
If you’re new to digital art, both apps offer easy-tofollow instruction guides and tutorials to get started
– just go to the HELP menu to find them. Concepts
like “layers,” “gridlines and perspective lines,” “color
pickers and palettes” – even how to create your own
digital paintbrushes – are simply explained.
You can also learn from professional digital artists
who show how they create digital art on YouTube

Penguin Dance Club to hold Black & White Ball
Bob Gutierrez and his band will entertain

By Claire Wolfe

Club correspondent

The Penguin Dance Club is delighted
to announce the annual Black and White
Ball on Jan. 8. Dress for the evening will
be tuxedos or dark suits for men and black
and white finery for women, and Bob
Gutierrez and his band will provide music
throughout the evening for listening and
dancing pleasure.
The evening will begin at 6 p.m. in the
Fireside Room with appetizers including
vegetarian egg rolls, coconut shrimp and
chicken empanada. There will be a hosted cocktail and wine bar until 6:45 p.m.,
and dinner service will begin at 7 p.m. as
guests take their designated seats to enjoy
a chopped blue cheese salad. On each table will be a bottle of white wine and one
of red wine, chosen by our member wine
courtier, Don Boone.
The main course will be filet mignon
with reduced marsala cream sauce or chicken Wellington (marinated chicken thighs
stuffed with mushrooms and ricotta cheese
wrapped in a puffed patty dough) with reduced Marsala cream sauce or a vegetarian
lasagna with truff le Alfredo sauce. Des-

sert will be a tempting double fudge chocolate cake with a berry compote. Attendees
should indicate entree choice on the payment check.
The cost for the evening is $115 per member couple and $135 for guest couples. Reservation checks payable to “Penguin Dance
Club” should be mailed to (or dropped off
at) Sue Cannon, 2717 Ptarmigan Drive, No.
2. Entry 16, Walnut Creek, CA 94595 by no
later than Wednesday, Dec. 29. Groups that
wish to sit together should submit their payment together in one envelope.
Members are encouraged to bring guests
who may be interested in joining the club.
Many new residents have arrived during the
pandemic, and this is the perfect opportunity to introduce them to a wonderful evening
of dancing and socializing, a great way to
make new friends!
Please note that registrations must include
proof of vaccination for everyone attending
the event. Masks will be optional for all in
attendance; if the guidelines change prior to
Jan. 8, the club will follow rules in effect at
that time. Attendees’ cooperation is greatly
appreciated so that everyone may enjoy a
festive evening in safety.
Let’s dance!

GIFTS: Ideas include cookies in a jar
Continued from page 24A

¼ teaspoon baking powder
½ cup packed brown sugar
CHOCOLATE CHIP
½ cup semisweet chocolate
COOKIES IN A JAR
chips
This holiday gift is a delightful present for the cook- ½ cup rolled oats
ie lover since everything for ½ cup white sugar
yummy
chocolate chip cook- Directions:
December 16, 2021 1:06 pm (GMT -8:00)
ies is included in one jar. All 1. In a quart Mason jar, layer
the ingredients in the order
the recipient has to do it just

You supply 1 egg and ½ cup
butter (both at room temperature)
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
2. In a large bowl, cream ½
cup butter until light and
fluffy.
3. Mix in the egg and two tablespoons water
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or on their own websites, providing lots of tips and
tricks. Just like the pros, these apps let you record
each step of your creative process, allowing you to
play a video showing how your artwork progressed
from start to finish.
Tools you need to use the digital art apps
If you’re using a mobile device or a computer with
a touch screen, you can get started just using your
finger to draw or paint. However, using a stylus with
a touch-sensitive tip can give you a more accurate
result. Smart “pencils” like the Apple Pencil or the
Wacom Bamboo Ink Plus have features that sense the
amount of pressure being applied, and also respond
to the angle between the pencil and the screen to provide wider brush strokes.
The best smart pencils, like the two listed here,
also have “palm rejection” that allows you to rest
your hand on the screen without causing paint to be
applied by accident.
Want more choices?
Here’s a link to a website that lists “45 of the Best
Drawing Apps and Art Apps in 2021”:
https://tinyurl.com/45-art-2021
LifeWire lists “The 9 Best Digital Art Software of
2021”: https://tinyurl.com/9-art-2021
Have a tech question or want to see an archive
with links to previous Tech Tips columns? Go to the
Computer Club website at www.caccor.com, and
click on the LINKS menu choice at the top-right of
the page.

Table Tennis Club will
welcome the new year
with a dinner/dance

By Fred Duscha

Club correspondent

The Rossmoor Table Tennis Club (RTTC) will hold a New
Year Dinner/Dance on Friday, Jan. 14, at the Event Center. Dinner will be catered by Smooth Season, and golden oldies music
will be provided by the popular J. Silverheels Band.
Admission for this subsidized event is $35 for members and
$39 for guests. Reservations and payment for the party and the
$15 for 2022 membership renewal fee must be made by Friday,
Dec. 31. The party starts at 5:30 p.m., and proof of vaccination
(POV) is required.
Attendees who have shown proof of vaccination (POV) will
be limited to no more than 100, which will allow all to enjoy
the evening maskless; 100 is the maximum permitted by Contra
Costa County and GRF for maskless social events.
Reservations will be accepted in the order received. Further,
it will be a members-only event, with “guests” limited to spouses or live-in partners. And finally, attendees must have renewed
their membership by Dec. 31 to attend the New Year event.
There are three ways to renew dues and pay for the party.
1. Go to the club’s website at www.rossmoorttc.wordpress.
com and click on Members Only, then Payment, then click on
the appropriate secure link to enter credit card information. In
separate charge transactions, pay $15 per person if renewing
membership and, for the party, $35 per member and $39 for a
spouse or live-in partner listing their full name —all this from
the comfort of home.
2. Drop off a $15 check payable to RTTC for membership
renewal and a separate check for party fees for members and
guests (spouse or live-in partner only) at the Hillside table tennis
clubhouse. Place in the RTTC drop box in the cabinet under the
trophy case in the foyer. Separate checks are required for the
party and the dues renewal fee.
3. Mail separate checks for dues renewal and New Year party,
payable to RTTC, to Anne Kuritsubo, treasurer, 2101 Pine Knoll
Drive # 5, E3, Walnut Creek, CA 94595.Powered by TECNAVIA
The process for reserving a table will be different from the
past: If reserving a table for eight, the host should collect checks

